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oM ORDINGNCE PROVIDING ANIMAL COMTROL; PROVIDING
DEFINITIONS: REQUIRING RARIES VACCINATION: PROHIBITING
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS, AND ANIMALS ON PROPERTIES OF OTHERS,
DEFINING NUISANCES: RESULATING THE HEEPING OF WILD
AMIMALS AMD VICIOUS ANIMALS;:; PROHIBITING ANIMALS AT LAREE:
FROVIDING FOR CARE OF INJURED ANIMALS: ALLOWING
IMPOUNDHMENT OF CERTAIN ANIMALS: PROVIDING FOR CIVIL AND
CRIMINAL VIOLATIONS OF THIS DORDIMANCE:; PROVIDING FOR
IMPOUNDMENT FEES, ADOPTION &ND REDEMPTION OF ANINALS, AND
SMIMGL SHELTER: REFPEOSLING DRDINANCES, 114, 20, 54, &4, 79,
107, 109, 135, 143, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT EMACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, INW
B&Y CDOENTY . FLORIDHA:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. This Ordinance shall b known as
and may be referred o as the *City of Springfield Animal
Control Ordinance.”

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. The foellowing words, terms and phrases,
when used in this Ordinance, shall have the ssanings ascoribesd o
them in iz Ssciion, except where the context clearly indicastes
g2 giffersnt msaning:

{=? TSTHETE mmans an snimal that has reached Five (3! sonths of
age. .
(B TANIMALY means any living, dumb oresture including but not

iimited to fur bearing, Teather bearing, scalss.

{2 TAMIMAL SHELTER” means any Tacilidy provided by the City,
sither directly or by contract,. Ter the impoundsd or caring
for animals held under the authority of State law or this
grdinance.

{d? TAT LARBE” means any animal not under “direct conbtrol® or
*restraint’.

iz: PLITATION® mgans & writien notice issued o & person by an
officer with probable causs to believe that the person has
commithed a3 civil infraction in viciation of this
ordinance.

(Fy  *LITY® means City of Springfisld in Bay County, Florvida,
acting by and through its Hoard of Cilty Commissionsrs.

{g}? C“CRUELTY® means any act defined as cruslty by Biate law and
any act of neglect, torture or forment that causes unjusti-
Fiable pain or suffering toc an animal.

f{hy PDIRECT COMNTROL® means either {1 immediate, conbinuous

physical control of an animal by means of & leash, covd or
chaing or (11} aural or oral conirci i¥ the animsl is
specially trained ¥o respond to aural or oral commands and
the controlling pevson is a2t z2ll times clearly and Tully
within unobsiructed sight and hearing of the animsl.
Snimals trained o a3id disabled or handicapped persons and
governmental police dogs are deemsd o e undsr divect
renbrol while being ussed for the purposes Tor which they
are trainsd.

{3F “HEASLTH DEPARTHENT® means the Bay County Fublic Heslth Unid,
2 unit of the Btate of Florids, Deparitment of Healih and
Fehabilitative Desrvices.




£3F  TOWRNERT mmans any person owning, kesping. harboring or
otherwise responsiblie for the charge, cars,. custoedy or
conitrel of amy animal. AN animsl shall e desmed o be
harbored i fed or shelitered for seven (7! consscutive
days or moTre.

{ik)Y TPET” means any animal kept for pleassurs rathesr than
Eilidy.,
{1 VYRABIES VACCIMATIONY means the vaccination of an animal with

an antirables vaccine approved by the United States
Department of Sgriculiure and adsinisiesred by =
veterinarian.

{m} “RESTRAINMT" ssans securing an animsl by a isash, cord,
chain, Tence, bullding or othesr snclosurs =g that such
animal doss net leave the properviy of its owner.

iny SVETERINASRY HOSFITALE" mearns any sstablishasnt maintainsd
amd cperated Dy a8 licenssd veterinarian for surgery,
gdisonosis and treatment of diseases and injuries of
BNIMSiS.

iy PHICIOHE ANIMALY means any animal which has bitten or
attempted to bite or attack any person or anecther animal
without provocaticon, o which is known, or should be hrnown,
to have a propensity o bite or atiteck persons or other
animals.

gt

“WILE AMIMAL” means any animal, rveptile or fowl which is
ot naturalily ftame but is of a2 wild nature or disposikion
and witich, because of its size, ferociocus nature or otbher
characieristics would consiituie 2 danger to human 1ifs or
property iF noet kept or maintained in a safe mannsr or in
SBCUre Duariters or any domestic animsl, vrepiiles or fowl
which, becausg of its size or Terocciocus propensity or other
characteristic, would constitute a2 dangsr o buman litTe or
properiy i not kept or maintained in a safe manner or in
sgcure gquarters.

"t’:i‘

VACCINATION

1]
i
Tl
roeef
[
C
o

d. RABRIES VACCINATION.

{a) UOnce every twelve (12} months, every owner of & dog or oat
Tive (5! months of age or oldesr shall cause such dog o cat
to be vaccinated against rabies by a licensed veterinarian
with a U.8. LGovernment aporoved rabies vaccins. Vaccination
iz exoused only if & licenssed velerinarian certifiss in
writing that the vaccinstion would be injuriocus to the dog
or £at's health. In such case,. the deg or ocat shzll be
resirained until the dog or cat can be safely vaccinated.

i) Proof of vaccination shall comsist of a rabhies wvaccinsetion
tag and certificate signed by the veterinarian administering
the vacoination.

ig: Every owner of 2 dog or ca2t shall show proof of current
vacclination of such dog or cat within seventy—two {72! hours
¥ reqguest Tor such infoermstion by & Law Enforceasnt
Officer.

id} Mo person shall keep any animal as a pet or for bresding
purposes whiich is susceptible o rabies and which carnnct be
effectively vaccinaied against rabies including but nod
necessarily limited to shkunks; raccoons, foxss, and hats.

{e) Dogs and cats must wear rablies vaccination tsgs st all tisss
when of T the premises of ihelv ocwners unless:

i. The dog or cat is pariicipsting in soy organizsd
exhibition or field Irial, eor training for these svents,
oy engaged in & legal sporit under competent suosrvisiong




2. £ lirensed veterinarisn direcis the removal of the fag
in writing for health reasons. In such avent, the deog

or cat shall be restrained until the veterinarian
persits the tag to be placed on the dog or cat.

SECTION 4. RABIES DUTBREAGKE.

{z3

Hhenever there is a vrabies cutbresak, ths Healih Deparisent
may deciare an immediates guarantine for such pericd as
NECEesSary.

Whensever a guarantine has besn declared, ro persocn shall
permit any animal capeble of contracting or transmitiing
rabies which is wunder his control $oc be or run at largs.
Any such animal at large during a guarantine shall be
impounded by the Springfield Pelice Depariment:; orovides,
howsver , that 1f the caphuwe and ispounding of such animal
carnmot be atfected safelv, the Chisf of Police may causs
such animal o be destroved.

SMIMAL COMTROM STAMNDARDES

BECTION 5. CRUELTY TO ONIMOLES FROHIBITED.

{2}

Mo person shall wilifully subjsct an anieal ftoc cruslty. Ay
persen who kKills or injures an animal whiles driving a
vehicle shall stop at the scenge of the accident and rendesr
such assizstance as praciticablie and shall make 3 reasonable
sffort to locates and identify himsslf o the owner of the
animal, and shall report the accident immediately to the
SpringfTield Folice Department or any other Law Enforcement
officer.

SECTION &. AMIMALS IM PARKS.

{2}

Mo cwner or other person having custody or control of an
arnimal shall willfully allow such animal into or upom any
public park unless under dirsct conkrol.

SECTION 7. FEMALE AMIMALS IN HEAT.

Every cwner of any Temale animel in heat shsll resstvasin her
s that she cannct come into contact with ancther animsl
gexcent Tor intentionzl bresding purposes and the wiliful
Tatliure o do shall constitute 3 viclation of this
rdinance.

SECTION 2. AMIMALS AT LARGE PROHIBITED.

{al

{b}
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Mo owner or other person having custody or control of any
animal shall willifully allow such animal to be at larges in
the citv.

Every owner or octher person mmﬁwﬂm“Wﬁmwﬂa%.mﬂ contrel of any
antimal shall at all time=s kesp such animal wunder vestraint
or divect control while in the citv.

It shall be a viglation of this ordinance for the owner

of any animal ic tie, chain or octherwise fether an animal in
such a mannmer that it has access to public property or ths
properity of another without the consent of the properiy
SWNeT . .

SECTION F: MNUIGSMNCES.
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The keeping, herding or fezeding of hogs, swine, cows, goats
or other grazing animals {not o include hovses) in pens or
octherwise in the Dity of Springfield iz hereby deciared ic
be a2 nuisance. .

The keeping and or maintaining of more than thirty {30 live
Towl (chickens, ducks, stcesd in the City of Springfisld is
hereby declared to be & nuisance.
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gy animal which shall do any of the following shall be andg
iz hereby declared to be 2 nuizance:

Pt
n

Molssts passershy or passing vehiclesg

e

. fAiftacks other animaliss

- respasses on School groundss

f w

is repeatediy at larges:

Li

= Damages private or public properivs

&, Barks, whines, howls, crows, mpos, Dlssts;, =toc.; or
ctherwise produfes any nolse in an excessive,
continuous, or untimely fashion.

7. Has a communicable or contagicus dissase that is
untreated or does net respond o treatment.

8. Causes or smils an offensive odor which can be detecisd
ocft the property of its owner.

Z. Iz kept in & marmer which causes a breeding plzce Tor
flies, lice, figas, octher veramin or disease.

10, Uhreasconably interferes with a person's use and
enjoyment of his property.

Sry nuisance under this Section may be abakted in the
Tollowing manner: .

Upon receint of 8 complaint from any clitizen of the Citv,
the Chisf of Police shall have such complaint investigated,
gnd iT being satisftied that such nuisance does in fack
exist, the Chief of FPolice or other Law Enforcemsnt Ifficer
shall give notice to the pwner of such animal, and the owner
of such animal shall within ften (10 davs cause such
milzanee o cease ang the willful failuwre to do so shall
constituts a viclation of this Ordinsnce.

SECTION 104. KEEFING OF HILD ANIMALG.
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Mo person shall willfully kesp or pereit to be kept on his
property any wild animal for display or for sxhibition
purposes, whethesr gratuiftously or for a fee, without having
phtained prior written permissicon from the Cityv.

Mo person shall wilifTully keep or permit o be kept Mﬁ% wile
animal as & pet without 2 persit or other approval from the
Btate.

SECTION 11. VICIDUS ANMIMALS.

f{al

Every ocwner of a vicious animal shall vestralin such animal
in a manner soc as to prevent injury to anether animal. any
person, or the property of another person and the willful
failure o do sc shall constitutes a8 viclation of this
Ordinance. This Section shall nwot apply to animals
gefending an owner's property or governmental police dogs
being used for law enforcement purposss.



BECTION 12. INIJURED ANIMALS.

(=2}

The Springfield Folice Depariment shall have the
responsibility for picking up injured animals within ths
incovporated areas of the Citv for which there is no known
cwner or where an ownsr cammot be readily contecised. IT
reguired, the injured anismal will bs taken to the nesrest
cpen veterinary hospital or to a facility which can orovide
immediate first aid. The veterinary care shall not excesd
thirty-five dolliars {£3%). IT veterinary care would be
futile, the animal shall be immediately disposed of in =
humanes manner. IT the animal s recisimed by 1is owmner,
such owner shall reimburss the Springfisld Police Depariment
Tor 2l costs incurred relative to the injured animal
including Tirst sid and vekerinary care.

SECTION 13. PEM RERBUIREMENTS.
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The keepling or maintaining of four (& dogs, over three
months old, on the premises of any perscon in the City of
Sprimgfield is declarsd to be 2 nuisance unless said dogs
are maintained and usually kept in 3 dog pen having a
minimum size of thirty (39} sguare Teet per dog, concreis
Ticoer having 2 ridge arcund the sdoge and adeguatelv sloped
to a central drain with the drain being piped and connectsd
to the ciity sewer system or i sewsr is not availlable, (o a
sgptic tank of at lesast two hundred (200) gallons capscity.
with 2 minimem of twentv—Five (25} feet of drain fisglid and
with Tummning water piped o the edge of the concrste floor
and said concrete Tloor being sclossd by 32 wall or fenoce
having a sufficient height tc prevent the escape of the
animals.

MOTE: More than four (4} dogs ares not a2llowed by Springfielid
grdinance prohibiting the operation of & kennel in the
CiEv. .

The kesping of one oF more horses it the Citvy of Soringfisld
is declared to be a nuisancs unless such horsss or mules ars
kept in pastures with fences of sufficient height and
strength ioc prevent there escape, having 8 area of ot less
than two {2} acres for sach animal and no part of any such
pazsture shall be located nearer than one hundred {1046 fee=t
of any de=lliing house.

EMFORCEMENMT

SECTION i14. IMPOUNDMENT.
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A1l animal contrel officers or City Police Officers, shall
have the authority to pick up, catch,; impound or otherwiss
confine any animael found in viclation of this rdinance.

Mo peyson shall willfully refuse to surrender an animal upon
lawful demand by an Snimal Control Officer or a Policse
Ifficer. or interfere with any animal conitroel officer while
lawfully agprehending an animal or anyvone who @may Ge
azsisting in sucrh apprehensiong or hold, hide, or conceal
army animal which an Animal Control OFficer or Peolice Officer
te be in viclation of this Ordinance, or take or attempt o
take an animal from an Animsl Sontrol Officer ov from any
vehicle used to transport animals in the performance of his
duties: or take or attempt to take any znimal frem an animal
control shelter withoud proper authority.

Sny peErson may resirain in a humans manner any animal Tound
in viglation of this Ordinance. When such restraint is
made, such person shall immediately roiify the Chiet of
Poplice or any Police Officer. Buch person shall Ireat the
amimal humanely and shall sxercise dus care to provide Tor
the animal’'s safety and well-being. The Springfieid Police
Department may impound any animal so restrained and process
the animal pursuant o this Drdinance.



SECTION 15, CIVIL VI ATIONMNS.

L In addition to or in lieuw of impounding an animal found in
vinlation of this Ordinence., a Police Officer who has
orobable cause to believe that a persen has committed an act
in violation of this Ordinance may =ither:

i. Iszue & warning netice of vialation ito the ocwner ofF
the animal, such notice to state the date and tiass

of issuance, the name and address of the psrson

accused, the nature of the offenss, & description

of the animal involved and a demand that the offense

abated within seventy-—twe (72} hoursg; or

2. Issue 3 citation to the swner of the animal, such
citation to include the time and date of issuance,
the name and address of the person accused, the dats
of the viclation, the descrioption of the vielstion,
the section and number of this Ordinance viclated,
e name of the issuing officer, the time and date
of appearance in Dounty Court and the signature of
the pErson accused.

(b &ny person cited for an infraction under this Section may:

i. Post a bond, which shall be egual in amcunt o the
applicable civil penalty hersinafisr set forth: or

2. Bign and accept the citaticn indicating a promizs
to appsar in County Couwri as indicated in the
citation. .

gy Any person who willfully refuses to post bond oy accepit and
sign the citation shall be in viclation of applicable Staze
izw and this Ordinance and shall be punished by a fine not
to exceed 500 or by imgprisonment in the County detention
Farilities not o exceed siwty (603 davs or by boih such
fine and isprisonment.

id? Gny person cited hersundsyr mayvs

i. Fay the applicable civil penalty within ten (108}
days of the date of receiving the citation, or

2. If he has posted bongd, Torfeit bond by not apoearling
iny County Court at the designated time and location.

{2y If the person cited follows either of the above procedures,
he shall be deemed $o have adeitied the infraciion and o
have waived the right to & hearing on the issue of
commission of the infrackion. &ny person sleciing o appear
or who is reguired soc to appear shall be desmed to have
wmaived his right to the civil penalty set forth in Bection
1S({F} of this Ordinance and shall be subject Toc the civil
penaliy set forth in Section 15{g) of this Ordinance.

(Ffr The civil penaliy reqguired for the disposition of an
infrackion pursuant hereio if the person elecis not o

protest the citation shall be:

1. First Infraction SESL 00

2. Secord Infraction : HA5 .. 00
3. Thereafter L EHS0 .00

The civil penalty reguired for the disposition of an
infraction pursuant heretc i the person elects to contest
the citation shall be an amcunt deiermined by a County Judgs
not to excesd B5H00.00.
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BECTION iI4. CRIMIMNAL YIOLATIONS.

{a} WViclation of this Ordinance is 3 misdemsancr and shall be
prosecuted in the name of the Btat= in 3 Couwrt having
jurisdiction of misdemeanors by the prosscuting atiorney
thereot, and upon conviction shall be punished by = fins not
to exceed $T00 or by imprisomment in the counity deitention
facilities not o excsed sixty (60) dave or both such fins
and impriscnment. If any viclation be condinuing., esach
day's vioclation shall be deemsd a sepasrate violation. an
animal control officer is neot suthorizsed fto make arresis for
criminal vicliations of this Ordinance.

MISCELL ANEDLIS

SECTION 17. OMINGL SHELTER.

The City, either directly or by contract., shall provide an animsal
shelter for the purpose of maintaining and keeping animals that
may be lgpounded pursuant to this rdinance.

BECTION i18. ADOPTION AND REDEMPTION OF ANIMALS.

fryy animal remaining at the animal shelter over five (53
working days shall becoms the property of the animal shelisr
and shzll be disposed of in accord with the policies of the
cperator of the animal shelter.

SECTION 19. IMPOUNDMENT FEES.

The cwner or keeper of an impounded svimal shall be respensible
for and pay such impoundment fees as may bg from fime o bims
imposed by resclution of the SpringTield City Commissioners and
applicable state statutss.

SECTION 20. Ordinances No. 11-8 is hersby repsaled.

SECTION 21. Ordinance No. 20 is hersby repealesd.

SECTION 22. Ordinance Ne. 54 is hereby repealsd.

DECTION BE3. rdinance No. &4 is hersbv repesled.

BECTION 24. Urdinance Me. 9% is hereby repesled.

SECTION 25. Ordinance No. 107 is hereby reoealed.

SECTION 2&. Ordinance No. 1092 is hersby repealed.

SECTION 27. Ordinance Ho. 135 ic hersby repsaled.

SECTION PB. rdinance MNo. 142 is mmme%.%Mﬁmmwmmu

SECTION 29. This ordinance shall take effect as ﬁﬂmﬂwumm W% law.
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