
Final Notice and Public Explanation of a Proposed Activity 
in a 100-Year/500-year Floodplain or Wetland
To:  All interested Agencies including all Federal, State, and Local, Groups, and Individuals
This is to give notice that The City of Springfield under Part 58 has conducted an evaluation as required by Executive Order 11988 and/or 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management and Wetlands Protection. The activity is funded under the Department of Economic Opportunity, CDBG-DR Infrastructure Program under Grant # M0025. The proposed project(s) is located at 1141 Transmitter Road in Springfield, Bay County, Florida. The City is converting approximately 20.70 acres of wetlands into a nature park and engineered holding pond to increase the capacity of stormwater control in the area. They will also perform site work on the adjacent property to serve as the future location of a consolidated City Complex. Performing this work simultaneously will ensure that the engineered pond has enough capacity to handle the new complex and reduce the area’s flood potential. The city intends to retain as much of the natural environment as possible surrounding the pond. The Stormwater Pond is necessary for flood control and future growth in the area. This work will be performed within an area designated as a 500-year wetland or floodplain. The total area impacted by this project is approximately 28 acres of city-owned property.
 The City of Springfield has considered the following alternatives and mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values: 
Alternative 1: Select separate properties around the City to rebuild city facilities.
The City could acquire and separate all the city facilities on multiple pieces of property. The city would have to acquire multiple pieces of property and then develop those properties for construction. This development would likely include multiple holding ponds on each property to bring the development to code and contribute to drainage issues throughout the City. Rather than developing multiple pieces of property around the community, the most practicable option is to use a single piece of property already owned by the City large enough to consolidate all four city agencies, the Police department, Fire department, City Hall, and Public works.  

Alternative 2: Stormwater Mitigation.
The City could choose only to mitigate the wetlands to make them more functional as a stormwater modification and improve the capacity for runoff. However, this plan would not solve the issue of rehousing the city facilities and would not provide enough mitigation for future expansion and growth in the area. Additional improvements may be necessary to continue efficient stormwater management as soon as the project is completed. Therefore, this option is not comprehensive enough to make it viable for the city to proceed. 
No Action Alternative: The City makes no changes or improvements.
The city could do nothing and continue forward with an inadequate stormwater management plan that does not serve the community or provide mitigation for future growth and city expansion. The city could continue to operate in temporary facilities or potentially find existing facilities to house City services. This option is not feasible because there are no preexisting facilities adequate to house police, fire, and public work services, and continuing in the temporary facilities puts the city and its citizens at high risk during disasters because the facilities are not hurricane rated. All city equipment and personnel would need to be moved out of the city for protection, and citizens would be left without local first responders until after the threat. 
Given the above alternatives, the City chose property located at 1141 Transmitter Road for a nature park and stormwater pond because of its natural wetland properties and inability to develop without extreme mitigation. It is also adjacent to the future site of the City Complex and an area that has seen significant flood potential in the past. However, the property must be larger to contain an appropriately sized holding pond. Therefore, they chose to include their property in the capacity calculations for the future stormwater pond on the adjacent property.   By creating a nature park to surround the stormwater pond, the city will ensure that much of the natural landscape will be preserved. The area also has future growth potential, and by engineering a stormwater pond large enough to support that future growth, the city hopes to attract developers to the area. The engineered stormwater pond will prevent the city from needing to revise or amend any maps related to the floodplain zones within the area. The city has consulted all the interested stakeholders for the project. It will remain in compliance with the States Department of Environmental Protection, which is issuing the permits for the project.  

The City of Springfield has reevaluated the alternatives to building in the floodplain/wetland and has determined that it has no practicable alternative. Environmental files that document compliance with steps 3 through 6 of Executive Order 11988 and/or 11990, are available for public inspection, review, and copying upon request at the times and location delineated in the last paragraph of this notice for receipt of comments.  

There are three primary purposes for this notice.  First, people who may be affected by activities in floodplains/wetlands and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas.  Second, an adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of information and request for public comment about floodplains/wetlands can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks and impacts associated with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. Third, as a matter of fairness, when the Federal government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains/wetlands, it must inform those who may be put at greater or continued risk.

Written comments must be received by The City of Springfield at the following address on or before July 13, 2023. The City of Springfield, Attention: Jeanie Baldwin, 408 School Avenue, Springfield, Florida 32401 and 850-872-7570, Ext. 103. A full description of the project may also be reviewed from 8 am – 5 pm Monday through Friday (Closed 12 pm- 1 pm) at 408 School Avenue, Springfield, Florida, 32401 and https://www.springfieldfl.net/news. Comments may also be submitted via email at jbaldwin@springfield.fl.gov.
Date: July 5, 2023 – July 13, 2023

